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Course Description: 

Welcome to Honors Sociology! This is an elective course that studies human society and social behavior. By studying how individuals, groups, and society all influence one another, it is my hope that we will learn a great deal about ourselves and the world in which we live. Sociology asks us to look at society with a fresh perspective, leaving prejudices, biases, and preconceived notions at the door.  In Honors Sociology, we will work to develop our sociological imaginations in order for us to understand that, although we are each separate and distinct individuals, there are many social forces that affect our daily lives. Sociology will cover topics such as culture, deviance, conformity, socialization, group behavior, social institutions, social class, race, gender, and sexuality. More than anything else, this course demands an inquisitive and curious mind to continually ask questions about our surrounding world. I am excited to begin this journey with each of you. 

Books:  

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed: on (not) Getting by in America. New York, NY: Henry Holt, 2001.  

Gladwell, Malcolm. Outliers: the Story of Success. New York: Little, Brown and, 2008. 

Kotlowitz, Alex. There Are No Children Here: the Story of Two Boys Growing up in the Other America. New York: Doubleday, 1991. 
Materials:  

Students should come to class everyday with the following materials, unless otherwise instructed: 

1. Notebook (specifically for Sociology)
2. Journal (again…specifically for Sociology) 

3. Binder (specifically for Sociology) 

4. Pens 

5. Book (when instructed to do so) 
6. A usb flash drive
Grade Composition

1) Quizzes There will frequently be written quizzes or projects which will count for 30-50 points each.

2) Class participation – We need your voice to be heard!  You should come to class ready to participate fully in the topic of the day.  Your class participation grade will be determined based on the following: Each day the student must bring all relevant class materials, contribute to the learning environment in a positive manner, be respectful of others, participate in the class discussion, complete classwork as assigned, and cooperate with partners in group work. 

3) Homework – Will be assigned regularly.  Most assignments will be worth 10 points each unless specified by me.  

4) Tests (including group and individual projects given a test weight) generally count for 100 points.

5) The Final Exam will count for 10% of your semester grade.

Grading: 

90-100 %
A

80-89   %
B

70-79   %
C

60-69   %
D

59-0    %
F

Late Work: 

Students will be expected to turn in all assignments when they are due. However, if for some reason, the assignment is not completed on time, students will receive 1/2 credit if they turn the assignment in within a week. After that, no late work will be accepted. “I didn’t understand the assignment,” will never be an acceptable excuse. You will always be able to contact me to ask questions or receive clarification.
Absences:

In case of absence, students will be permitted to make up any missed assignments within a time determined by the teacher; the amount of time given will depend on the nature of the absence. However, it is your responsibility to find me if you are absent THE DAY YOU RETURN TO SCHOOL. Whether or not you have me for class that day, you are expected to find me to collect your missed assignments. You can either find me in ROOM 325 or e-mail me at mpond@mrpond.org to get in touch. 

Tardiness: 

Showing up on time is an important life skill to learn. It demonstrates respect for your classmates and me. Every minute in the classroom will be worthwhile. Therefore, participation points will be deducted for every tardy that occurs.  If tardiness is a persistent problem further action will be taken.
Academic Integrity:
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated in our classroom. This means that all work should be your own. We will review LMSA’s  policy on academic misconduct so everyone understands the procedures put in place. In any cases of academic dishonesty, no credit will be given for the work/test/quiz. While students will receive a zero, they will also be reported to the Assistant Principal/Dean for disciplinary action. It is my hope that in this classroom, we will respect one another enough, so these unfortunate circumstances do not have to take place. 

Course Outline: 

First Semester

Introduction to Sociology: How do you know what you know?
This unit will introduce you to sociology. We will explore how we know what we know about society. We will look at ideas, such as: culture, socialization, conformity, obedience, and deviance.  We will also begin to learn about the various research methods that sociologists employ to learn more about society. Also, in this unit, you will create and conduct your own surveys trying to uncover what defines success. 

Book: Outliers: The Story of Success
Social Institutions:  What is the relationship between social institutions and individuals? 

In this unit, we will explore the social institutions that are pivotal to our lives: the family, religion, education, and the political system.  We will examine the structure of social institutions. Is institutional hierarchy natural or socially constructed? Through readings and observation, we will explore the importance of social institutions in each of our lives and the impact that social institutions have on the diversity of American society. 

Book: There Are No Children Here
Second Semester

Social Class & Social Stratification:  Is inequality inevitable?

In this unit, we will explore what causes social stratification. How important is social status in American society today?  Are social class, gender, and race all intertwined to determine one’s position in society? During the third quarter, you will also create and conduct an in-depth interview relating to social stratification. 

Book: Nickel and Dimed: on (not) getting by in America
Race, Gender, & Sexuality:  What determines one’s position in society? (who determines what is normal?)
In our last unit, we will look even deeper at the sociology of inequality. Why does inequality exist? Do race, gender, and sexuality contribute to one’s social position as much as their economic status does? How have gender roles and norms changed over time? Is race socially constructed or biological? As we read various articles and examine films, we will continually ask ourselves about how and why inequality exists in our society. What really divides us? As our last research project, you will become participant observers in a situation unfamiliar to you. 

A Few More Comments…

If you have a question, a comment, or are experiencing difficulty with this class please speak with me or email me at: mpond@mrpond.org.  I am available before and after school, and I am always willing to help.  Many homework assignments and handouts can be downloaded from my website: www.mrpond.org.  If you misplace a handout, please check the website and download it to your flash drive or computer hard drive.

This will be our first sociology class at LMSA and I look forward to working and learning with you as we explore this exciting field.
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"Whatever sociology may be, it is the result of constantly asking the question, what is the meaning of this?"
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~C. Wright Mills, Sociologist at the Columbia University









